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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for accessing variables from an operating system, 
comprising: 

receiving a command from an application program for at least one variable maintained by 
the operating system; 

determining whether the at least one variable is in a data object; 

if the at least one variable is in the data object, returning the at least one variable to the 
application program; and 

if the at least one variable is not in the data object, 

executing the command from the application program to store at least one variable 
maintained by the operating system in the data object accessible to the application program, 
wherein the application program is executing on the operating system ; by: 

det e rmining an op e rating system nativ e command to use to retrieve the at least 

one variable; 

determining a type of the operating system; 

selecting the operating system native command from a set of native operating 
system commands for different types of operating systems, wherein the selected operating system 
native command is capable of being executed on the operating system to retrieve the at least one 
variable, and wherein the application program is capable of executing on each of the different 
types of operating systems ; 

executing the selected operating system native command in response to the 
command from the application program to retrieve the at least one variable into a buffer; 

storing the retrieved at least one variable from the buffer into the data object; and 
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executing the command from the application program to retrieve the at least one 
variable from the data object for return to the application program. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the application program is a first 
application program, further comprising: 

receiving a request from a second application program for at least one variable 
maintained by the operating system; and 

returning the requested at least one variable from the data object populated as a result of 
the command executed by the first application program. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one variable 
retrieved as a result of execution of the command from the application program is a set of 
environment variables. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the command from the 
application program and the operating system native command are executed in a first process and 
the application program is executed in a second process. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the command from the 
application program is for storing multiple variables, and wherein retrieving the variables 
comprises generating a data stream including the variables, further comprising: 

reading the variables from the data stream into the buffer; and 
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processing each line in the buffer to determine each variable name and value, wherein 
each determined variable name and value is stored in the data object. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein determining each variable name and 
value comprises: 

determining a location of an equal sign; 

setting the variable name to the string preceding the equal sign; and 
setting the variable value to the string following the equal sign. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, wherein the variable name and 
value for each variable are maintained on at least one line, further comprising: 

processing each line in the data stream line-by-line; 

determining whether each line includes the equal sign, wherein, for each line including 
the equal sign, the variable name is set to the string preceding the equal sign and the variable 
value is set to the string following the equal sign; and 

appending the content of each line not including the equal sign to the variable value. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer system for accessing variables from an 
operating system, comprising: 

a computer; 

a memory storing at least one variable; 

program logic executed by the computer, comprising: 

means for receiving a command from an application program for at least one 
variable maintained by the operating system; 

means for determining whether the at least one variable is in a data object; 
if the at least one variable is in the data object, means for returning the at least- one 
variable to the application program; and 
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if the at least one variable is not in the data object, 

ft) means for executing the command from the application program to 
store at least one variable maintained by the operating system in the data object in the memory 
accessible to the application program, wherein the application program is executing on the 
operating system ; with: 

tit) mea ns for determining an operating system native command to uscrto 
r e tri e ve the at l e ast on e variab ret 

means for determining a type of the operating system; 

means for selecting the operating system native command from a set of 
native operating system commands for different types of operating systems, w herein the selected 
operating system native command is capable of being executed on the operatin g system to 
retrieve the at least one variable, and wherein the application program is capab le of executing on 
each of the different types of operating systems; 

ftir) means for executing the selected operating system native command in 
response to the command from the application program to retrieve the at least one variable into a 
buffer; 

frv) means for storing the retrieved at least one variable from the buffer 
into the data object; and 

fv) means for executing the command from the application program to 
retrieve the at least one variable from the data object for return to the application program. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the application program is a first 
application program, wherein the program logic further comprises: 

means for receiving a request from a second application program for at least one variable 
maintained by the operating system; and 
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means for returning the requested at least one variable from the data object populated as a 
result of the command executed by the first application program. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the at least one variable 
retrieved as a result of execution of the command from the application program is a set of 
environment variables. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the program logic further 
comprises means for executing the command from the application program and the operating 
system native command in a first process and mean for executing the application program in a 
second process. 

16. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the command from the 
application program is for storing multiple variables, and the program logic for retrieving the 
variables comprises means for generating a data stream including the variables, and where the 
program logic further comprises: 

means for reading the retrieved variables from the data stream into the buffer; and 
means for processing each line in the buffer to determine each variable name and value, 
wherein each determined variable name and value is stored in the data object. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the program logic for determining 
each variable name and value comprises: 

means for determining a location of an equal sign; 

means for setting the variable name to the string preceding the equal sign; and 
means for setting the variable value to the string following the equal sign. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the variable name and 
value for each variable are maintained on at least one line, and wherein the program logic further 
comprises: 

means for processing each line in the data stream line-by-line; 

means for determining whether each line includes the equal sign, wherein, for each line 
including the equal sign, the variable name is set to the string preceding the equal sign and the 
variable value is set to the string following the equal sign; and 

means for appending the content of each line not including the equal sign to the variable 

value. 

19. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for use in accessing variables 
from an operating system, the article of manufacture comprising compute r us e able media a 
computer-readable device accessible to a computer, wherein the compute r usable media 
computer-readable device includes at least one computer program that is capable of causing the 
computer to perform: 

receiving a command from an application program for at least one variable maintained by 
the operating system; 

determining whether the requested at least one variable is in a data object; 

if the requested at least one variable is in the data object, returning the at least one 
variable to the application program; and 

if the requested at least one variable is not in the data object, 

executing the command from the application program to store at least one variable 
maintained by the operating system in the data object accessible to the application program, 
wherein the application program is executing on the operating system ; by: 

determining an operating system native command to us e to retri e ve the at l e ast 

on e variable; 

determining a type of the operating system; 
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selecting an operating system native command from a set of native operating 
system commands for different types of operating systems, wherein the selected operating system 
native command is capable of being executed on the operating system to retrieve the at least one 
variable, and wherein the application program is capable of executing on each of the different 
types of operating systems. 

executing the selected operating system native command in response to the 
command from the application program to retrieve the at least one variable into a buffer; 

. storing the retrieved at least one variable from the buffer into the data object; and 

executing the command from the application program to retrieve the at least one 
variable from the data object for return to the application program. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the application 
program is a first application program, further comprising: 

receiving a request from a second application program for at least one variable 
maintained by the operating system; and 

returning the requested at least one variable from the data object populated as a result of 
the command executed by the first application program. 

22. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the at 
least one variable retrieved as a result of execution of the command from the application program 
is a set of environment variables. 

23. (Cancelled) 
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24. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the 
command from the application program and the operating system native command are executed 
in a first process and the application program is executed in a second process. 

25. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the 
command from the application program is for storing multiple variables, and wherein retrieving 
the variables comprises generating a data stream including the variables, and further comprising: 

reading the retrieved variables from the data stream into the buffer; and 
processing each line in the buffer to determine each variable name and value, wherein 
each determined variable name and value is stored in the data object. 

26. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 25, wherein determining each 
variable name and value comprises: 

determining a location of an equal sign; 

setting the variable name to the string preceding the equal sign; and 
setting the variable value to the string following the equal sign. 

27. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the 
variable name and value for each variable are maintained on at least one line, further comprising: 

processing each line in the data stream line-by-line; 

determining whether each line includes the equal sign, wherein, for each line including 
the equal sign, the variable name is set to the string preceding the equal sign and the variable 
value is set to the string following the equal sign; and 

appending the content of each line not including the equal sign to the variable value. 
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